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1. Requested by the Chair of Scrutiny Management Panel. 
 
 
2. Purpose 
The purpose of the report is to update the Scrutiny Management Panel on how Covid 19 
has affected the work programmes of the themed scrutiny panels. 
 
3. Information Requested 
Owing to the response to the Covid 19 pandemic and the imposed lockdown and 
continuing restrictions, the work of the themed scrutiny panels has been severely impacted   
The following summarises the current status of each scrutiny panel. 
 
Housing & Social Care 
Experience of residents in decant from Horatia House and Leamington House.  
The review was due to be signed off at a public meeting in late March as the panel wanted 
to finish it before purdah but this had to be cancelled. The panel and officers have seen 
and agreed with the main report, legal and finance comments. 
This can now be progressed to sign off and onward journey to Cabinet. 
 
Economic Development, Culture & Leisure 
Engagement with Culture and Leisure - widening social participation in Portsmouth.  
This topic was started in January 2020. The panel met in January to approve the scoping 
document and then in February at the Southsea Library as part of a visit. A meeting 
scheduled for 25 March was cancelled as it was going to be combined with a visit to the 
Mountbatten Centre.  The nature of this topic necessitated many visits such as to the 
Somerstown Hub and a location in Paulsgrove that was to be decided.   
The nature of this review means it has not been possible to progress it in the current 
climate and is probably not going to be able to resume this Municipal Year. 
 
Education Children and Young People 
Review into support with children with disabilities 
The meeting in March was cancelled and was to consider the joint local area SEND 
inspection report.   
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The agreed scoping document identified that the following evidence would be needed:  
 

- Evidence from children 
- Views/evidence from social workers supporting children, including those in adult 

services supporting young adults up to age 26 
- Views from special schools including out of city schools  
- Views from the Lead Members for Education and Children and Families 

 
Again, owing to the nature of the topic, it has not been possible to progress it in the current 
climate and is probably not going to be able to resume this Municipal Year.  
 
Transport Environment and Community Safety (TECS) -  
Review into the accessibility of the transport network.   
This review was due to finish in March 2021. 
Last year, the TECS Scrutiny Panel commissioned survey work to review the overall 
accessibility of the transport network within Portsmouth. In particular this focussed on:  

 Public Transport - bus service, rail network 

 Private hire vehicles and hackney carriages 

 Highway network - walking and cycling networks 

 Road works 
 

An approach was agreed by the TECS Scrutiny Panel in January 2020, and a survey was 
developed and agreed just prior to 'Lockdown' in March 2020, along with a series of in-
depth interviews and events. The Director of Regeneration, Tristan Samuels, has provided 
an update stating that although the work that the scrutiny panel commissioned has not 
been forgotten, the national recovery of public transport has been slow at best and it is not 
clear when it will be stable.  With that in mind he has had discussions with the team 
regarding the scope of this work, the optimum timing of the survey and their capacity to 
undertake the work internally. Although supportive of the work (as it will provide in-depth 
information regarding the transport network for the teams to learn from and could be 
incorporated into the development of future implementation plans) progress has been 
unavoidably delayed as a result of the pandemic. 
  
Following consultation with Traffic and Transport and Communications Teams about how 
to move forward with this review, the Director of Regeneration has concluded that this is 
perhaps not the right time to be undertaking this level of consultation for the following 
reasons.  

 There are a number of live resident consultations being undertaken across the 
city at the moment (including LTP4, LCWIP)  

 There is already talk of consultation fatigue amongst residents and it is important 
that residents thoroughly engage with us to ensure the results are a true 
representation of the public's views 

 Bus and train patronage remains low and is not likely to recover in the short term 

 The survey was to target those individuals who are perhaps more vulnerable, to 
better understand their accessibility issues on the transport network, but this 
cohort are less likely to travel at this time 
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 Capacity levels, particularly within our Research and Engagement and Transport 
Teams would mean that if we do progress at this time external support and 
further budget to carry out the work will be necessary. 

  
The Director of Regeneration has advised that in order to ensure that PCC can get the 
best value from this survey and engagement work, the timing of going live with this review 
is critical. As there is no clear view on when this situation will be stable, he recommends 
that the review be postponed for now with a re-assessment in the new-year.  
 
In conclusion, the work of the themed panels has been severely impacted by the Covid 19 
pandemic.  There are several reasons for this. 

 The nature of many scrutiny reviews requires much consultation through meetings 
and visits to places to enable observations to be made at first-hand. Clearly with 
the restrictions currently in place, these cannot be arranged 

 Many officers who would usually be able to give time and support to reviews have 
been redeployed elsewhere or are experiencing increased workloads. 

 
……………………………………………… 
Signed by (Director) 
 
 
Appendices: 
None 
 
 
Background list of documents: Section 100D of the Local Government Act 1972 
 
The following documents disclose facts or matters, which have been relied upon to a 
material extent by the author in preparing this report: 
 

Title of document Location 

  

  

 


